


the horses, and from him, Kneis bought a
Gypsy Vanner he named Delphie.

“If you buy one of these horses, you’re
hooked right then,” he said. “It won’t be
your last one.”

At the encouragement of his wife,
Kneis began his own Web site to sell
Gypsy Vanners, and in 2001,
GypsyMVP.com was born. And according
to Kneis, all the horses from Gypsy MVP
are nothing less than top notch.

“These horses have the wow factor. We
don’t even consider buying a horse for us
or our customers unless they have the
wow factor. They’ve got to put goose-
bumps on goosebumps,” he said.

According to Kneis, the origin of
Gypsy Vanners can be traced to Europe.
The horses were bred and raised in secret
by gypsies in England and Ireland. Kneis
said the gypsies bred local, wild England
ponies such as Dales, Highlands and
Friesians to draft breeds such as the Cly-
desdales.

“From the small horses (the breeders)
wanted the small, pretty heads and long
manes and tails, and from the draft hors-
es, they wanted the beautiful feathering,
silky hair down past their hooves,” he
said. “These horses look like beefy horses

with pretty pony-type heads.”
And the horses aren’t just pretty faces

— they’re strong, too. The breed is classi-
fied as cold-blooded, which means they
are in the draft horse family.

The draft family is a class of horse that
has thicker legs, more muscular hind
quarters, and stronger chests and necks
in order to pull wagons, plows and farm
equipment. For about 100 years, Gypsy
Vanners were used to pull caravan wag-
ons of the gypsies, and to do so, the horses
needed to possess strength as well as a

calm temperament, something these
horses are known for.

The cost of a Gypsy Vanner horse
ranges from $10,000-$100,000. Kneis
said many of his customers are wealthy,
and he advertises the horses in some of
the same places Ferraris are sold. His fre-
quent customers? Wives.

“They tell the husbands to quit buying
cars and buy these horses,” he said. “The
husband’s got a garage full of expensive
cars, and the wives want a barn full of
horses.”
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BRED FOR STRENGTH: For about 100 years, Gypsy Vanners were used to pull
caravan wagons of the gypsies.

GYPSIES: Pretty
and strong
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